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ANNUAL ENROLLMENT REPORT 

________________________ 
 
 
The total unduplicated enrollment for the fall 2019 term in all sectors of Arkansas higher 
education, including public universities, public colleges, private/independent colleges 
and universities, and nursing schools1 was 156,491 students; representing a 1-year 
decline of 1.6 percent. 
 
The last time Arkansas higher education reported an increase in fall term enrollment 
was the fall 2011 term. Fall 2011 total unduplicated enrollment of 173,887 represents 
the largest fall term enrollment ever.  Although the declines from year to year range 
from .5 to 2.2 percent, Arkansas higher education currently has almost 18,000 fewer 
students compared to the fall 2011 term. 
 
Of the 156,491 students enrolled in fall 2019, 1,203 students enrolled at more than one 
institution. This is only 1.2 percent of the total fall 2019 enrollment. The number of 
students attending more than one institution has been declining similar to overall 
enrollment. The largest number of students attending more than one institution was 
3,110 in fall 2011. 
 

 
   
 
 

                     
1 The nursing schools of BSN (Baptist Health College) and JSN (Jefferson Regional Medical School of 
Nursing) report data to ADHE due to the Academic Challenge Scholarship reporting requirements. 
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The following graph provides a five-year total enrollment trend for each sector of 
Arkansas higher education. 4-Year universities, nursing schools, and the private and 
independent institutions all experienced a decline in enrollment, while the 2-Year 
colleges reported their first increase in enrollment since fall 2011. 
 

 
 
The 4-Year Public Universities reported a fall term decline for the third year in a row. 
They experienced their highest enrollment in the fall 2016 term of 100,414. 
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The 2-Year Public Colleges reported their first fall term enrollment increase since fall 
2011 where they reported their highest enrollment of 61,936. 
 

 
 
 
The Private/Independent Colleges fall term enrollment has declined the last four years. 
The 17,349 students reported in fall 2011 is their largest fall enrollment ever. 
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High School student enrollment, including both concurrent and dually enrolled students, 
continued to increase, but fall 2019 gained only 85 students over fall 2018 high school 
student enrollment. Each fall term, about 700 or 4 percent of high school students enroll 
in courses at more than one institution. 
 

 
 
Undergraduate enrollment had its largest decline in five years of -2.6 percent. The 
largest undergraduate class on record is 142,442 reported in fall 2011. Undergraduate 
enrollment reported here does not include high school student enrollment. 
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Graduate enrollment for all public and private institutions is reporting a decline for the 
third year in a row. The largest graduate enrollment on record was reported in fall 2016 
at 17,674.  
 

 
 
First-Professional enrollment has grown each of the last ten years. Enrollment includes 
students in law, medicine, pharmacy, advanced nursing programs, occupational and 
physical therapies. 
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Public 4-Year College Fall Term Enrollment Trends 

 
The following charts provide a five- and seven-year fall term enrollment trend for all 
public 4-year universities. Actual enrollment counts in the graphs are provided for fall 
terms 2013, 2016 and 2019. Henderson State University and Southern Arkansas 
University-Magnolia were the only two 4-Year universities reporting an increase in fall 
term enrollment for fall 2019. 
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Public 2-Year College Fall Term Enrollment Trends 
 
The following charts provide a five- and seven-year fall term enrollment trend for all 
public 2-year colleges. Actual enrollment counts in the graphs are provided for fall terms 
2013, 2016 and 2019. Colleges are grouped by similar enrollment counts to allow for 
better graphing results. Twelve 2-Year colleges reported an increase in fall term 
enrollment. East Arkansas Community College showed 17.3% growth, which was the 
largest percent increase. College of the Ouachitas reported the largest decline in fall 
term enrollment at 8.6%. Only six 2-year colleges reported a one year increase in the 
Fall 2018. 
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